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SUBJECT: GOI DECREES ARABIZATION OF TRADE MARKS AND PATENTS 
REGISTERED IN IRAQ 

1 . IN MAY, 1977, THE GOI ISSUED LAW NUMBER 64, OF 1977, FOR 

THE PRESERVATION OF THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE ARABIC LANGUAGE. 
PRINCIPAL FEATURES OF THE LAW INCLUDE REQUIREMENTS FOR USE 
OF THE CLASSICAL ARABIC LANGUAGE IN ALL DEALINGS WITH IRAQI 
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. THE LAW REQUIRES THAT CONTRACTS, 
RECORDS OF ACCOUNTS, AND OTHER OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE WITH 
ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT TO BE IN ARABIC, ALTHOUGH 
PROVISIONS PERMIT INCLUSION OF TRANSLATIONS INTO 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES. THE LAW ALSO REQUIRES THAT TRADE MARKS, 
PATENTS, AND COMMERCIAL MARKS BE IN THE ARABIC LANGUAGE 
OR, IF BILINGUAL, THAT PROMINENCE BE GIVEN TO ARABIC. IT 
IMPOSES A DEADLINE, FEBRUARY 16, 1978, FOR RE-REGISTRATION OF 
ALL FOREIGN PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS. THE LAW PROVIDES 
PUNISHMENTS FOR NON-REGISTRATION, AND TRADE-MARKS AND 
PATENTS NOT REGISTERED AS OF THAT DA YE MAY BE SUBJECT 
TO INFREINGEMENT. 

2. BOTH FOREIGN BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN IRAQ AND GOI OFFICIALS 
HAVE GENERALLY INGNORED LAW UNTIL APPROACH OF DEADLINE 
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HAS MADE IT A MATTER OF CONCERN. ONLY A FEW GOI AGENCIES 
HAVE BEGUN TO SPECIFY ARABIC LANGUAGE CONTRACTS IN THEIR 
TENDER DOCUMENTS, AND MOST GOI ORGANIZATIONS— ESPECIALLY THOSE 
DEALING WITH ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY-CONFRONT SERIOUS PROBLEMS 
IN DEVELOPING AGREED ARABIC TERMINOLOGY FOR FOREIGN WORDS. 
OECD COMMERCIAL ATTACHES REPORT MOST FOREIGN FIRMS ARE 
RELUCTANT TO COMPLY AND VIRTUALLY NONE HAVE MADE ANY 
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ARRANGMENTS TO DO SO. 

3. USINT OFFICER HAS CONTACTED MINISTRY OF TRADE OFFICIALS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR REGISTRATION OF TRADEMARKS, WHO ACKNOWLEDLGE 
PROBLEMS POSED BY IMMINENT DEADLINE AND STATED THAT 
AMENDMENT OF THE LAW OR POSTPONEMENT OF THE REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE HAS BEEN REQUESTED FROM HIGHER AUTHORITIES. ALL 
PRESENTLY REGISTERED TRADEMARKS WILL BE VOIDED AS OF 
FEBRUARY 17 UNLESS POSTPONEMENT IS GRANTED. 

4. COMMENT: USINT HAS ONLY HAD ONE OR TWO ENQUIRIES FROM 
US FIRMS CONCERNING LAW AND NONE CONCERING TRADEMARKS IN 
PARTICULAR. HOWEVER, TO PRECLUDE LOSS OF VALUABLE COMMERCIAL 
RIGHTS, USINT RECOMMENDS USDOC PUBLISH NOTICE OF THE 

LAW AND ITS EFFECT ON FOREIGN PATENTS AND TRADE 
MARKS IN APPROPRIATE USDOC PUBLICATIONS. USINT WILL 
REPORT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

5. TEXT OF LAW NUMBER 64 BEING POUCHED TO CAGNE. 

6. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

PECK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, POLICIES, PATENTS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BAGHDA00097 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780024-0379 
Format: TEL 
From: BAGHDAD 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 57/aaaabvxg.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ded7cfe2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3765622 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOI DECREES ARABIZATION OF TRADE MARKS AND PATENTS REGISTERED IN IRAQ 
TAGS: EIND, SCUL, BGEN, IZ 
To: STATE COM 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ded7cfe2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



